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Current state of stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina – possible intensified V4 contribution
Seminar 
17th September 2015 
Location: OSW, Koszykowa 6a, Warsaw  

Bosnia and Hercegovina since at least 2005 has been in a “transformation crisis” which makes a democratization of the political system and a modernization of the economy impossible and in consequence has blocked the country’s path to European Union. After the failure of several initiatives whose aim was to make local elites focus on reforms, the country is more and more divided and ineffective. A countywide uprising in February 2014  showed the depth of disaffection with the local political elites but the election which followed failed to bring significant change. 
A British-German initiative was introduced in November 2014, whose aim was to introduce a new approach towards BiH, promising progress in integration if reforms are implemented. Taking this into consideration, during the seminar we would like to focus on the deeply rooted problems of BiH which make transformation of this country very difficult and pose risks for the unity and stability of the country. Furthermore, since the stability of the V4 region depends on overcoming the problems of the weak states in the immediate neighborhood we would like discuss the policy of the V4 countries and the areas in which V4 cooperation aimed at improving the situation in BiH is most desirable and can be most efficient. 
The seminar is held in the framework of the project named “Current state of stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina” – possible intensified V4 contribution developed by Center for Eastern Studies (OSW) with cooperation with partners from V4 countries – the Institute of International Relations (IIR) from the Czech Republic, GEO Research Nonprofit from Hungary and the Research Centre of the Slovak Foreign Policy Association (RC SFPA) from Slovakia and co-financed by the International Visegrad Fund. 



Program 

10:00 
Opening remarks:  Adam Eberhardt, Deputy Director, OSW 

10.10 – 11.40  Stability challenge in Bosnia and Hercegovina 

Moderator: Marta Szpala – Senior Fellow, OSW 

Introductory presentations

Wojciech Stanisławski, (Rzeczpospolita daily) – Three nation in one state and the failure of Nation-building  

Haris Mešinović  (independent consultant) - Economic situation in BiH as factor in building a common state.  

Rastislav Bachora (Austrian MOD)  – BiH internal security challenges and their transnational  implications

11.40 – 12.10–  coffee break 

12:10 – 13:40  Policy of the V4 countries  towards BiH – possible intensified V4 contribution
Moderator: Mateusz Gniazdowski, Head of the Central European Department, OSW 

Introductory presentations

Anna Sochańska (Deputy Director, European Policy Department, Polish MFA) –  BiH in the Polish perspective 

Jarosław Wiśniewski (CET Platform) – EU policy towards BiH: new approach ?

Tomáš Strážay (RC SFPA) - The V4 countries and BiH – possible intensified contribution

